


| i ae ATTEMPT. TO PROVE. 
= THE FALLACY 
INFLICTING CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 


TO PREVENT OR TO LESSEN 














ae THe Commission of Crime, 
: ; AND " 
THE PROPRIETY 
i OF IMMEDIATELY 
“RESTRICTING IT TO SLAVE WOMEN eat — 
Sg 
THE DECISION OF & MAGISTRATE, a 
kS PREPARATORY TO ITS EXTINCTION IN WEST-INDIA SLAVE | 
DISCIPLINE. ‘ \ 
BY T. W. B. HENDY. : 
z | 
| BRIDGE-TOWN: 


PRINTED AT THE GLOBE QFVICE.- 


ba ia 
aa! : 7 
Bee Pe wes ; 
my > \ / * ph ahs i » ; p 
‘ae be 1833, 
é re : P , Y 
i 4 9 





et 


a 
a) 
52) 
4 
ne | 
eee 
ea 
eee 
¢ 


w 


rene a) 


« 


i ed 


— — 


wi ne 


Fs P ~ cw 


v hee a cad AO hiss : ieee rs ar of “ste aM is 
2: js it Ae * ty bi Pc “Y'25 
bs > a4 Vey , 






“Qi | 
Sa ick ae we i i ORs eer by eat, 
oie ‘ € shel 3 7 te byes ee re 


fo 
ied 
"is 

Ww 
- 
.. 


AP Le 


F F re is 
Ke Bye: Ses ie at Pa 


pi aan Meg eeicay ct om: 
het aa ESR US Pel eel oy eee hs 
fa ae Tandon ik Aas ANN Sia 

beget Nn and EAMG U POM TE 


bn tetas Aug. sets vat 
ec tery tae lomand: aul a. 















_ DEDICATION. 


#0 THE HONORABLE SIR REYNOLD ABEL 
ALLEYNE, BARONET ; FOSTER CLARKE, 
RICHARD HAYNES, ANDROBERT HAYNES, 
JUNIOR, ESQUIRES. 


GENTLEMEN,—From that general and. 
extensive benevolence of mind which 
characterises you,—and which thinks no 
condescension too great,—no trouble too 
fatiguing, by which either pleasure or 
happiness can be conferred on your. 
dependents,—do I feel confident ‘that 
whatever appears in the following sheets, 
which may tend to the improvement of 
the negro-character, will meet with your 
warmest approbation and support,— 
without reference to the source from 
which the suggestionsemanate. = _— 

As Barbados proprietors, and, as the 
representatives, of absentee proprietors, 
several thousands of slaves in this island 
have the happiness and good-fortune te 
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be placed under your mild sway and 
fostering care ; whose minds, guided by 
your judicious and humane superintend- 
ence, are receiving moral and religious: 
culture,—-and than whom 1 sincerely 
believe there is not a better fed, better 
clothed, better housed, more humanely, 
worked, and less ‘rigorously treated 
peasantry in the'whole world? *"* . 

But, however, much you have contri- 
puted to the general “improvement of 
the siaves’ condition, in the station to 
which it has pleased God to call them, 
there yet remains one insufferable obsta- 
ele, which precludes the possibility, So. 
long as itremains, to their future improve- 
ment of character. The objects of your 


care and solicitude, ‘could not, if they 
would, advance 1n civilization, one step 
farther, so long as the distinguishing 
feature in slavery—the owners sic volo, 
sic jubeo, power of inflicting corporal 
punishment—remains. This is the only 
barrier which shuts you out from the goal, 
to which your efforts are directed; the 


« 


prospect, in perspective, on which your 
‘mind’s eve | delights to dwell’; and the 
reward you anticipate for years of anX1- 
ous ‘golicitude ;aamely, 4 moral and 
religrous: peasantry, with minds formed 
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‘on the fived principle of a moral incentive 
_ Why, then, should the distinguishing 
and hideous feature remain in the picture, 
—like the hand-writing on the wall,—to 
bear testimony against you, and to frus- 
trate your longing desire, when you have, 
In co-operation with that greatest of inno- 
vators, TIME, obliterated or softened 
down, all the other harsh, or unseemly 
features, in the original? In the follow- 
ing sheets you will find no Utopian 
scheme of governing advanced. But an 
attempt to promote the important advan- 
tages of a well-regulated discipline on the 
one hand,—and on the other, to guard 
against the odious and dreadful. conse- 
quences of an authority, which knows, 
and acknowledges no legal restraints. 
_ Such are the momentous considerations 
necessarily connected with the proper 
settlement of this question. Far, indeed, 
is the writer of these pages, from pre- 
suming tolay claim to ¢his praise. . But 
he feels his heart impressed by the im- 
portance of the ‘subject, and animated 
with an ardent desire to contribute to the 
public good, that portion which his ex- 
perience, on this particular subject, and 
his small abilities, may permit.. 
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"The amelioration im slave discipline 
which he ventures to recommend, so far 
from loosening the bands of the variously 
constituted society of the West Indies,— 
or, from weakening that subordination, 
without which no government can sub- 
aist,—will draw more closely every social 
tie, and confirm more strongly the obliga- 
fions of legal obedience, and the rights 
of legal authority. 1am sufficiently aware 
that the alteration, which is recommended 
for adoption, will not be agreeable, either, 
to the wild enthusiasts for immediate 
emancipation,—nor to the servile and 
tyrannical abettors of arbitrary power. 
That moderation which flows fromthe love 
and the perception of truth, (which com- 
monly lies between two extremes,) is 
seldom aeceptable to the multitude, who, 
incapable of distinguishing the use from 
the abuse of things, are generally as ex- 
travagant and impetuous in the main- 
tenance of right, as in the abatement of 
BRB ge 8 Re Cs SOURS eRe 
- It is only the few who have shaken off 
the shackles of prejudice, dispelled the 
élouds of passion, and burst from the dun- 
geon in which they confine the soul, that 
ean view and relish objects as they ap- 
pear in the pure and steady light of 
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reason, in which: nature exhibits them: 
The eyes of the rest of mankind are either | 
too weak to sustain its” lustre, or if. they 


have beheld it. for some time, ‘become: ie 
much dazzled as to lose sight of the 


objects which it is designed to unfold to. 


them, and are thus deprived of that direc- 
tion in conduct, which it ought to. afford. 
Of the truth of this assertion the times in: 
which we live furnish — abundant and. 
melancholy example. Me 





truth and virtue. ; Error, prejudice and 
depravity | are ‘unnatural States. Super- 
stition and bigotry,—popular_ frenzy, or 
despotic oppression, never, never can’ 
be destined by the ‘supreme director of 
the world, tohold a perpetual reign, — 
beeause | ‘they. counteract his” wise and 
benevolent designs. The times in which 
we live, though | agitated with violent con- 
vulsions, and marked by striking events, 
are peculiarly favorable to’ rational en- 
quiry, and to substantial improvement. 





The time, therefore, and pains employed 
ested by. 





in ‘specu ulations ‘such as are. Suge 
the | importa nt. question | Tr now propose 
to discuss, cannot be “mispent, if the 


subject. is. treated — with. anys tolerablé 
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at the progress of truth i is surethough 
slow. The human. soul is formed for 
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degree. of accuracy and. precision .. Even: 
those who fail of success, may still, claim: 
the honor ofa jaudable attempt;—and» 
from men of such judgment and candor,; 
as characterise you, to whom J have. the. 
honorof addressing, myself,—are,certainy 
of obtaining | it. -. Without trespassing: 
longer on your valuable time, in. this, 
address, I shal conclude with an.extract. 
from the Earl Muucrave’s first speech, 
to the Council and Assembly of Jamaica, 
at the opening of the first Session, after: 
his assumption of that island’s govern~ 
ment. 9145 1 oikih dies bs eee Es) a 
« But I cannot at the same time avoid 
expressing to you personally my. own 
anxious desire, that availing yourselves 
of this opportunity, you willgive a patient 
and favorable consideration to any mea- 
sures of amelioration, which in your. 
wisdom and experience you may think. 
could with safety be adepted.; for impor- 
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tant as it is, that amelioration,in the con< 
dition of the slave should be progressive; 
the advantage at. the present moment of 
any effectual step of this nature emanating 
from yourselves, would be doubly, great; 
f extending its beneficial influenceover the 
feelings alike of the lowest individual in 
this colony, and of the highest authorities 
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ef the mother country. Thecratitude of 
the slave would be due, where it might 
most safely be directed, to the immediate 
representatives of his master ; and the 
committees of the imperial legislature 
would acknowledge with peculiar satis- 
faction any instance of spontaneous co- 
‘operation in the objects oftheir labors, from 
such aquarter.”’ , , 
« However, in circumstances, changed by 
Fortune’s fickle wind, raised as it was 
against me by an unnatural combination 
efelements arising out of the indulgence 
of a pitiful resentment and a mean re- 
venge, and basedon misrepresentation 
talogue of domestic treachery— 
“Some villian, ay, and singular in his art, 
» Hath done me_all this cursed injury,” : 
~—the memory of my heart impels me, 
from the recollection of the many favors 
that you have gratuitously conferred oa 
me, tO DEDICATE the annexed pages to 
yeu, and to subscribe myself, respect- 
fully, and in perfect sincerity, svomee 
Gentlemen, unalterably your gratefull y 
attached and devoted humble Servant, 
_ T.W.B.HENDY LE BALAFRE. 


‘and perfidy unparalleled in the black ca-- 


Parish of Saint Peter, 
- Die Hermitaye, January 1st, 1833. 
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BOM ie ial ‘ > 
_ * Among a people hardly yet emerged from barbarity, 
punishments should be most severe, as strong impressicns 
are required ; but in proportion as the minds of men become, 


softened by their intercourse in society, the severity of” 


punishments should be diminished, if it be interded that the 
necessary relation between the objeet and the sensation 
should be maintained, Yhat a punisiment may nut be an 


act of violence of one, or of many against a private member" 


_ of society, it should be public, immediate and necessary ; the 
least possible in the case given, proportioned to the crime 
and determined by the laws.””—Bxcaria, - 


“Experience shows that in countries remarkable for the 
lenity of their laws, the spirit of the inhabitants is as much 
affected by slight penalties, as in othe: countries by severer 
punishments.” —MonTesquiev, 
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_AN ATTEMPT, &e. &e. 
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_ Whoever attentively considers the state 
of society in the British West India Is- 
lands and Colonies at this moment, and 
compares the present ameliorated condi. 


tion of our slaves, with their state twenty- 


five years ago,—as regards their physical 
wants, their moral culture and the 
dawning of the gospel’s light on their, of 
late, benighted minds,—will admit unhe- 
sitatingly, that public opinion, in this 
hemisphere, must necessarily have un- 
dergone material. change and considera- 
ble 1 mprovement to have produced these 


humane and beneficial results. To the 


extinction of the abominable and inhu- 
man traffic in man, are to be traced these 


consequences in the cause of suffering 
humanity ;—so_ consolatory to the best 


feelings of our nature. As long as savage 


man was imported from savage Africa to 


recruit the gangs of the planters, so also 

















were the vices and brutalities of the Afri- 
can character brought and engrafted on 
the comparitively , few creole slaves, 


reared, at that period in the Colonies. 
Hence arose the supposed necessity of 


passing for their subjectionand goverment 
thosesevere, andin many instances, cruel 
enactments, which were the disgrace of 
our statute-book, but which had become 
obsolete and. were fallen into. 1et 
long previously to the more prudent repeal 


of them by the colonial legislatures. The 
abolition of the slave “trade had the im- 


mediate effect of improving the physical 
condition of the slave population. — The. 


supply of African labourers being cut off, 
by the abolition of that infernal traffic, 
the planters naturally turned their atten- 
tion to the breeding of them - to effect 
which, more food and raiment were be- 
stowed on, and less. labour exacted from, 
the slaves. |. Pe Oe ee 


ply of African pollution ceased, is to 


bé dated the operation of, those mo- 


ral causes which have | elevated the. 
planters in the scale of humanity, and 
Pinich have also extended their benefi- 
cial influence in a orresponding ratio, 


to the previously ‘brutalised sons of 


‘desuetude \ 


Serom the period that the native sup- 
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‘Africa and their descendants in the Bri- 


© del} % 


‘tish West India Colonies. « By moral 


causes, I mean all circumstances which 
are fitted to work on the mind of man as 


“motives and reasons.” Thus have arisen 


those sympathies between master and 


slave, which have grown out of” the 


breeding system. For as the planters, 
since the abolition, have shewn greater 


‘personal attention to their infant and 


adult dependants, so also have the latter 


recollected and acknowledged with grati- 


“tude, in more advanced age, the life pre- 


tors and their representatives, during 


the helplessness of early life. In this 


‘way have the asperities of the unequal 


yee a eee AD ees F ; Boe We 4 3 re Sey ie a 
conditions of their relative stations been 


‘smoothed, down, and as the master has 


“learned to cherish and love his slave as 


inhabitants, 


his friend, so also has the latter been 


‘taught by the generous,impulses of un- 


e 


erring nature to regard him as his and his 


% 4 


J  s 4 


children’s protector and benefactor. The 


ms 


mite, p i 


ense, compared with the slave 
han 1s that of any other 


od 
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Asland. gr Colony in the Western Archi- 
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pélago. This circumstance, by more 
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many, easily accounts for the superior 
intelligence and morality of the slaves in 
this Island. The intercourse, therefore, 
between the whites and their slaves has 
lost in the generally diffused. feelings of 
affection andkindness 10 the one party— 
and of respect, attachment and good 
behaviour in the other, (the slaves), that 
rigidity of discipline which, perhaps, 
may have been indispensably, necessary 
to the maintenance of social order, Up to 
the. period that by the abolition of the 
slave trade, the West Indies ceased to be 
deluged with the pagan vices of imported 
Africans. Since this: reat sin of. sins 
has, been abandoned, the Africans’. de- 
cendants (the creole slaves), 1D their 
intercourse with their superiors, have 
learned to appreciate ‘the virtues and 
moral habits which elevate the character 
and confer dignity on their possessor. 


-Andasman is ap” ‘mitative animal, they 


have in contemplating the virtues of their 
civilised and educated superiors, lost the 


* The elegant apologist of the Stewarts has remarked 
« the human mind is 0 a very imitative nature, D or is it 

ossible for any set of men to coprerse often together 
without acquiring a similarity of manne’s. lf we run 
over the whole Globe, or revoive ail the annals of History, 
we shall disover every where, Sigus of a sympathy or cone 
tagion of manners.” | wii Ys 
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primitive features of their original bar- 
barism, and have attained'a grade in Civi- 
lisation, frem which man. was never 
Known to retrograde, except under the 
baleful oppressions of a withering Des- 
potism. The next cause in succession to 
the exclusion of savage ‘Africans, as 
recruits for the planters’ gangs, which 
has operated to elevate the negro charac- 
ter, is the increased respectability in 
talent and character, of the managers of 
estates. “In the olden time,” this class 
of men was generally taken from the 
‘dregs of the people ;—consequently, like 
allinen in the same grade, in all com- 
munities, they were generally unedu- 
cated, ignorant, self-willed, and in too 
many instances cruel, acknowledging no 
rule of governing those over whom they 
were placed in authority, but the strong 


arm of power; using ho incentive to 


good behaviour, but the terror of exces- 
Sive punishment, ‘and no stimulus to éx- 
ertion but the cowskin’s lash. “ The 
pride of man makes him love to ‘domi- 
neer, and nothing mortifies him’so much 
us to be obliged to condescend to per- 
‘suade his inferiors.” To the unrestrained 
operation of this feeling, “which,” per- 
haps, is inherent in man, and 18 only to 








be governed or eradicated by education 
and reflection, may be traced the seve- 
rity of the discipline described above. 
That there were some honorable excep- 
tions, I willingly admit. Having in 
truth been compelled to state these 
facts, with equal sincerity I bear testi- 
mony to the altered and improved mode 
adopted fer some years past, by the ma- 
nagers of estates and owners generally, 
in the discipline and demeanor exhibited 
towards their slaves. By general con- 
sent the cow-skin was expelled, before 
the law prohibited the use of it, and a 
cat substituted,—not such an one (with 
nine tails) as is in use in our army and 
navy; for the flogging of free born British 
subjects, who fight their country’s bat- 
tles,-—but one of three or four tails. And 
even this modified instrument of correc- 
tion, 1s not applied at this day, but to 
chastise those ardent spirits in our 
gangs, on whoin, by experience, milder 
punishments have failed of their intended 
effect. Indeed, so rarely 1s corporal pu- 
nishment inflicted in this Island, at this 
date, and generally so moderately, that 
T amof opinion, after mature reflection 


and knowledge of the negro character, 


and of all circumstances connected with 














him, which the experience of twenty- 
$ix years of actual employment and su- 
perintendence of him, have afforded me, 
that the time has arrived, which makes 
it to be the interest of the planters to 
yield up the right (as recognised in law) 
they possess, as slave holders, to inflict 
of their own will on their delinquent 
slaves, even the slight flogeings they now 
do. Weshould not only satisfy our con- 
Sciences that we are humanein the treat- 
ment of our inferiors and dependants, 
but, in worldly prudence, we should 
make it so apparent to the world, as to 
be undeniable, and be, like Cx#sar’s wife, 
superior even to the suspicion of wrong 
doing. With this Conviction on my 
mind, as a slave owner, | ardently desire 
that by an act of the legislature, I may 
be relieved from the responsibility and 
pain of exercising my discretion, in the 
inflicting of corporal punishment on my 
slaves. Fi, Fn MR | 

~ Whatever degrades man cannot be be- 


neficial. The intent of punishment js 


notto torment a sensible being, nor to 


undo acrime already committed. The 
end of punishment, therefore, Is no other 


than to prevent the criminal from doing 
further injury to Society, and to deter 
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others from committing the like offence. 
Is this end obtained by corporal punish- 
ment? Certainly not. For a man who 
is flogged, is debased in his own estima- 
tion, and loses that self-respect, the 
abandonment of which qualifies him for 
the perpetration of the most infamous 
actions. Such punishments, therefore, 
and such a mode of inflicting them, ought 
to be chosen, as will make the strongest 
and most lasting impressions on the 
minds of others,—with the least torment 
to the body of the culprit. In the British 
army and navy, soldiers and sailors are 
flogged for offences, for the committing 
of which in the French service they are 
shot. Inthe latter, apparent severity, 
there isnot only policy but mercy;itis good 
policy, because it fixes the principle of 
honour in the soldier’s breast, by prov- 
ing to him, that as his superiors prefer 
death to dishononr, so also do they prefer 
losing a man, to having a disgraced com- 
rade in their ranks ; and as the minds of 
men (as a fluid rises to the same height 
with that which surrounds it) acquire by 
sympathy or contagion of manners the 


sentiments of their associates, thus be- 


comes transfused into the soldier’s breast 
the principle of honour, based on the 
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dread of shame, which nature has given 
to man for his scourge. The Telative 
consequences of the two practices, are 
easily traced, as they are developed in 
the two services. In‘the French _ariny, 
the capital punishment of death js Tarely 
inflicted, because rarely deserved, In 


the English service, the soldier who is 


once flogged (for an offence I will admit 
which ‘would cost a French soldier his 


life) goes on. transgressing Against the 
articles of war, and continues to be flog- 
ged for each. succeeding offence, till 
custom and familiarity reconcile themind 
fo it, and the ear hears the low-sup- 
pressed groan of | extenuated | anguish 
Without conveying a pang. to the heart, 


and he is shot eventually to get rid ofa 


fellow who has become* good for nothing, 
from the shame destroying effects of 
repeated lacerations, by which specta- 


cle the feelings of his coinrades _ become 
blunted and- their. imaginations decus- 


Fila Coot e 


* The following Erin reasoning, in Support of flogging 
in the ar my, of an Trish soldier, with whom I had been 
conversing on the subject, will’ iustrate my argument, 


By Jasus” Sir, he exclaimed, we ought to» pray for’ ga 
flogging as soon as we "list ; for a8 S00n as we get it, we 


goes on deserving another, "till we gets that, and so at 


Jast they shoot us dead, dead, and then we aay ‘Plase 
your, honour we are alsy for life. | 
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iomed to the infamous punishment, until 
their minds are corrupted. This predis- 
posing cause conduces to operate the 
depravity and ruin of many poor fellows, 
until death, by shooting, terminates their 
sufferings eventually. In the English 
and French army aud navy, the principle 
of honor is the propelling principle of ac- 
tion, which produces so many heroic acts 
ofself-devotion in battleamong the officers. 
In the French service, this sentiment, as 
described above, is transfused into the 
ranks, and by contagion spreads through 
them. Hence the high toned feeling and 
elevated bearing, which carry many @ 
private to be chef de bataillon, and 
some of them to the rank of Field-Mar- 
shal. In the English army there are 
very few instances of men rising from 
the ranks compared with the French, 
and no instance, that I know, of an 1n- 
dividual grasping @ Marshal's baton ; 


‘because the British soldiery form a caste, 


distinct in their country s service, and 
their distinguishing mark 1s impinged 


“upon their backs with the cat-o’-nine-tails. 
But 1 venture to predict, without pre- 


tending to the gift of prophecy, that this 


prutalising stimulus,’ of German origin, 


will ere long be consigned to the “ tomb 
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of all the Capulets.” The ‘French dis- 
cipline is merciful, because, in its effects, 


itis the cause of fewer deaths, than is the 


flogging system—and also because it is 
more merciful to shoot a man before the 
moral sense is dead in him, than to anni- 
hilate it first by debasing and brutalising 
him, and eventually to send him into 


eternity with the consciousness and con- 


viction of his leaving behind him the de- 
moralising example of reiterated turpi- 
tude ; and therefore isit that I agree with 
the Greek Tragedian,— | 


=—— Were all like thee to perish = 
Who violate the laws, ’twould lessen much 
The guilt of mortals, and reform mankind,* 





It is not to be inferred, however, from 


my making this quotation, that I am an 
advocate for punishing crimes with the 


severest pains we are capable of inflict. 


ing, but to Sstrenghten my argument by 
the authority of an ancient writer, who 
distinguished himself not only as a poet 
but also as a Statesman,—that a severe, 


| Seem ees 





* The elegant translator of Sopwocres does not appear 
to me to have translated this striking passage with his 
usual spirit. Perhaps the Latin version may convey more 
Strongly the Poet’s meaning, _ bait 4 

: Deceret antem omnes illice has penas dare 

_ Quicunque contra leges quidvis agere studet 








in preference 10 a shameful and tgnomine- 
ous punishment may often be very rea- 
gonable and proper. My object for con- 
trasting, in this pamphlet, the discipline 
of our army, with that of the French, is 
to prove to my countrymen particularly, 
and to West India proprietors generally, 
—firstly, that corporal punishment 1s 
not necessary to the maintenance of the 


strictest discipline,—andsecondly, that it 


‘sa debasing punishment which, by its 
demoralising effect, causes a” increase Of 
crime. I am certain that on these im- 
pressions being made on the warm- 


hearted, sensitive and humane colonists, © 


they will see the propriety of cordially 
uniting to regulate by law, the in- 
fliction of corporal punishment on their 
slaves under the following, or some other 
regulations, preparatory to the extinc- 
tion of it, which, 1 am bold to assert, 
willbe accomplished, at no very distant 
period, by and with the willing consent 
of a large majority of West India plant- 
ers. I propose, therefore— 

That a law be passed immediately 
to limit the infliction of corporal pu- 
nishment, except before magistrates 
and by their decision, to males who 
have attained the age of eighteen years, 
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and to infant girls. In law, all child. 
ren, who have not attained (I be- 
lieve) or exceeded fourteen years of age, 
are styled infants. ) 

That on an offence being commitied 
by a slave of the respective age above 
named, the owner or his representative, 
for the time being, under whose direction 
such slave may be placed shall make 
complaint of the same to one or both of 
its parents, or if it be an orphan to the 
next of kin, of either Sex, or if he be 
without family, the Owner or mana- 
ger shall nominate a slave to act in- 
stead. | | | | 

That the nature of the offence, in 
all its bearings, be fully explained 
by the complainant, to the culprit’s 
relations, who after heering the same 
shall name the castigation that in his 
or her opinion the said ofiender de- 
serves to receive for that particularly 
charged offence—subject and liable, 
however, to the final regulation of the 
complainant, under the following restric- 
tions, viz. :—if the humber of stripes so 
ordered, shall appear to the owner, or his 
representative (the complainant) more 
than the offence demands, that-he be an- 


thorised to remit. any portion ‘or the 


1 
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whole number of them; if on the con- 
trary, the number of stripes ordered by 
the elders, be deemed inadequate in the 
owner's oF his deputy 's opinion, then he 
may i his discretion and judgment, 
canse the said delinquent to be con- 
Gned, solitary and nol otherwise, in a 
healthful room, for any space of time, 
not exceeding fifteen days, and when 
there, to be supplied with three full 
nieals daily, as 1s generally done, but of 
the plainest and most wholesome food, 
which the plantation, or small planters 
place may afford, and also with plenty 
of pure water ne 

The punishment of flogging should be 
‘nflicted by the parent oF other relation 
awarding it. Females should be cor- 
rected only by females, and in no case 
shall more than one rod be ‘used, and 
on: the: former, Upo® her shoulders. 
A male offender, during infancy, 1. & 
until he is fourteen years old, may be 
rodded on his posteriors—@ la Dr. E 
of charter house celebrity, but after 
that age it should be applied over his 
shoulders. ‘Lhe number of stripes in- 
flicted in domestic discipline, should not 


A EE, 
* LT write pure water, pecause, if allowed so to do, 
¢neir friends wou'd furuish spirits 10 abundance. 
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exceed two dozen to the males, and one 
dozen to females, for one offence. By 
confiding to the relatives of the offender 
the power of directing and inflicting on 
the juvenile delinquents, the sentence 
(by tlogging) of the law, two objects are 
gained, viz. | - per 

_ The irascible in authority are pre- 
vented during the first moments of irri. 
tation, from inflicting a flogging dispro- 
portionate to the offence, of which, on 
mature reflection, they would disapprove, 
as Ihave known to be the case with not 
only slave owners, but also with others 
who teach the “ young idea how to shoot,” 
as alas! many a luckless wight of a 
School boy can attest; from sore recol- 
lections of what has happened to him a 
posterort. And also, because by the 
Owners’ appeal to the elder branches of 
the slaves, the. punishment may be 
made more formal and imposing, and 
by giving it the dignity ofa judicial pro- 
ceeding, the lictors will become vain of 
the distinction which approximates them, 
however distantly, in power to the Ma- 
gistrate—become elevated in their own 
estimation, and ambitious to be thought 
well of by their superiors, from the jus- 
tice and impartiality of their decisions, 
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Thus,* ambition and vanity, two, per- 
Laps, of the most active incentives to 
virtuous actions, will be put in operation, 
for the further improvement of the negro 
character. | 

Tt will also keep in check, and cor- 
rect eventually, what the best of men 
may be subject to, an occasional burst 
of passion that might prompt to hasty 
measures, which in_ calmer moments, 
they would regret. I would recommend 
thatit be left to the option of the owner 
of slaves to pursue the above recom: 
inended course of discipline, with all his 


yremss 


mate slaves, or to appeal to a magistrate, 


if he think proper, to punish with the 
eat, as the law now directs, any mdm 
slave, whom he may suppose deserving 
of a greater punishment than the do- 
mestic discipline authorises him to in- 
flict. | | 
1 do not deem it expedient at this 
sinze ofimprovement, to exempt by law, 
the female slaves ‘entirely from corporal 
punishment, by the decision of a magis- 


> 
Bi 


met 


BY 


trate, because, as yee, they, possess too 
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* Tolle ambilionem et fastuosos spiritus, nullos habebis nec 
Platones, nec Catones, nec ‘Sceevolas, nec Sciptones, nec Ha- 
bricios. Take away ambition and vanity, and where will 
be your heroes and patriots SENECA. ‘ 
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much of the amazonian cast of charae- 
fer, nor haye they more. delicacy than 


t 


those English women possessed in my 

ord Coxr’s day, who were permitted, 
by that Leviathan of the law to be chas- 
tised with a sapling or something else no 
“bigger than @ man’s thumb.” I am 
aware that this class of slaves is the 
most difficult to keep within the limits of 
“Gonos mores.” This arises from their 
having up to this period, but little feel. 
ing of self respect, and is a sufficient rea- 
son for endeavouring to give them a 
higher tone of humanity and for ex- 
alting in them the moral sense, To 
eflect this we must desist from jlog- 


gig them. The most frequent cause 
of punishment arises, amongst them, 
from their ungoverned violence of tem- 
per, Which exhibits. itself, occasion- 
ally, in conflicts, a ta Mendoza. When 
this occurs, conduct the amateur dis. 
ciple of the « noble art of attack and 
defence” into a penitentiary, after re- 
‘ceiving a sufficiency of cold water on the 
head _ to moderate her temperature 


' 


—there “ let concealment feed” on her 


ebon “cheek,” until passion has sub- 
morning after she is calm ; 

8 Shera igtian “eget YE ih f 
abited in man’sattire—oe 


sided. The 
Tee He, BLY 











is. 


lotied ;—place on her head a cap made 
of sheep or goat skin, with the hair turn- 
ed outwards, with a long white (grena- 
dier) feather in it, and, have a.queus.» 
horse hair, made after the fashion of the 
tailed Frenchman's under the old re- 
cime, appended to the back part of the 
cap, along wooden sword at her side.— 
Thus accoutred, let the heroic damsel, 
who has surmounted the breeches, take 
the field; the more crostesque her ap- 

earance the better, taking care that 
after the field parade 18 over, at noo; 
and night, that she be placed ina peniten- 
tiary ‘* where pensive contemplation 
dwells,” and lonely musing on her deeds 
of arms, misdeeds or woman’s frailties, 
she might, perhaps, like Cesar, com- 
pose commentaries, and probably will 
discover that prudence ig the better part 
of valor, resolve to be less pugnacious 
and more prudent in future. For, a S€ 
cond offence of this nature, in addition 


40 her costame militaire, let her be shorne 


of her woolly locks. For other offences, 
T would substitute for the military C8P>—~ 
in the place of her smartly “ cocked” head- 
pear, made up a la Turque,—a white cap 
made plainly, but vn cut and fashion re- 
sembling that which 1s worn by wh 

















dows, to make their faces appear lamenta- 
ble, in the “pale cast of thought,” in 
which I am gure it wil] be admitted, 
they succeed to their hearts’ content. J] 
also recommend ‘as a sine qua non in 
plantation discipline, that solitary con- 
finement should always be consequent 
on corporal punishment, for a term not 
less than one week. From experience 
I affirm, that the delinquent who re- 
eelves corporal punishment, and js per- 
mitted to join his gang immediately, very 
frequently during the excitement he is 
under, exhibits by gestures, if not by 
words, his contemptuous daring of his 
master’s authority, which I have known 
repeatedly to lead to and preduce acts 
of insubordination in the most volatile 
and unthinking of his associates. Ano- 
ther object gained too, by imprisonment 
following castigation is, that by imposing 
the two, for the same offence, fewer stripes 
Gf they be supposed indispensable) will 
be found efficacious; and that at no 
very distant period, we may reasonably 
conclude, that flogging with the cat, will 

€ proved to have been an unnecessary 
Severity, and like the cow-skin, its pre- 
decessor, be cast away by the planters, 
Sefore legislative enactment shall abo- 





lish the application of it. And thus will 
improvement 1D manners, as it should, 
precede legislation. 1 am aware that 
there are many good men who devoutly 
wish for this consumation, but who sin- 
cerely believe that corporal punishment 
is au indispensably necessary ingredient 
+ West Indian discipline. But this 1s 
a prejudice of our forefathers, handed 
down by them to us, born of ignorance 
or of pride, nourished by custom and 
habit, strengthened by an imaginary 
interest, and which can only be support- 
ed by that seli-love which is humbled by 
the exposition of it. Custom and fashion 
have every where established arbitrary 


‘yules and forms, which, however contra- 


ry to reason, itis considered as untawtful, 
at least, as highly ridiculous, to impugn 
or infringe. The truths of discipline, 
like all other truths, are discovered only 
by irials and experiments. Even the 
moral sense is formed by time and eape- 
rience, and 18 not born with us. lia 
certain manner of exercising our facul- 
ties, a certain manner of acting, had not 
been found by experiments, to have 
made us happy, anda different manner 
to have made us unhappy, Wwe should 
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never have had any principles of morals. 


i 
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lam aware of the high degree of diffs 
eulty in questioning opinions established 
by habit and consecrated by time; but 
stil L venture to predict, that the less 
the cat is used, the seldomer it will be 
required ; and that it will fal] into desue- 
tude altogether, and the hecessity for 
using it will be admitted to have passed 
away, when solitary confinement is sub- 
stituted and adopted in its stead, and its 
ellicacy, thereby, fully tested. In con- 
Dating this prejudice, the supposed ne- 
cessity for retatning corporal punishment 
ia plantation and domestic discipline, J 
have treated it with Tespect, by recom- 
mending the continuance, at this period, 
of corporal puuishment, under certain 
Nmitations and , restrictions—because, 
like the doves from the ark, we ought to 
end some truths on the discovery, to see, 
if the deluge of prejudices, does not yet 
cover the face of the CW. 0.) earth: if 
error, on this subject, begin to subside ; 
and if there can be perceived here and 
there, some Isles, where truth, justice 
and mercy may find rest for their feet, 
and communicate themselves to jan. 
kind ; and dn the Hope, that Barbados, the 
garden of the Antilles and “little Eng- 


Jand,” as she is distinguishingly styled 
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by Europeans, may be, the first to set the 
example of this mitigated discipline, by 
legal enactments, as consequent on the 
mild correction which is, in general, 
established by usage, on the Island 
by the practical humanity of its planters. 
Putting humanity out of the case, on 
the principle of utility, and as a matter 
of good policy, let us endeavour so to ele- 
vate the moral sense in the slave’s breast 
as to render him susceptible of those in- 
citements to good conduct which impel 
and operate on West India proprietors 
and on the mass of mankind. 

In proportion as punishments are 
eruel and debasing, the minds of men 
erow hardened and insensible. That a 
punishment may produce the effect re- 
quired, it is sufficient that the evil it 
accasions should exceed the goud ex- 
pected from the commission of: the 
crime ;—including in the calculation the 
certainty of the punishment and the 
privation of the expected advantage. 
All severity beyond this is superfluous, 


and whatever.zs superflous in discipline, 


istyrannical. Severe punishments alse 
occasionimpunity. The infamy attached 
to corporal punishment by free men whe 
are not trained upin the habit of direct- 
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“mg* them is, in theireyes, the severest 
part of the punishment. But as the 
power of opinion grows weaker by repeti- 
‘tion, the infamy at last, becomes the 


least distressing circumstance to the par- 
‘tles concerned ;~-those who inflict and 
those who receive the castigation :—for 
“the infamy of one resolves itself into the 
infamy of many, and the Infamy of 
many, by its diffusion ‘is considered the 
infamy of none.t Therefore the punish- 
nishment, by infamy, as a mark of public 
_ disapprobation is lost as:an example,— 
‘only pejorating all within the sphere of 


its deleterious influence. [t is this dis- 


- 


~qualitying process which makes * an 

English labourer with one shirt worth, 

* Habits, especially suchas are acquired early, come ab 

‘Jast to produce actions in us, which often escape our obseye 
vation.—Lucxr, i 

_ +> This is, but ‘too often, exemplified when party spirig 
Tuns high in a community, or when the magnates of the 
~ Jand agree on a man-hunt, ‘However infamous or cruel, 
_ the means resorted to and -used, may be, of annoying or 
‘Fuining an opponent, the partizans of the man who em. 
ploys them, are sure to approve,—provided the filthy 
. Spattering. sticks, or “ the game is run down,”—whilst 
‘the dirty yahoo is lauded ‘for his dexterity in daubing by 
Chis grinning fellows, and‘the modern Nimrods, tally-ho’d 
‘on their victim by their dependent canailié, are ready to 
_ebey the pious whisperings of avy hypocritical Jesuit, ang 
*as Drypen says, 


This side to-day,—to-morrow Vother burns, 
sd had shey’re all—Gode—alinighty in-their turge, 
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body and soul, ten negro slaves, choose thent 


where you wil. uit is nevertheless a 
certain truth that ihe slaves in general. de 
labour much less, do cat and drink much 
more, have muck more ready money, adress 
much more gaily, and are treaied with 
much more kindness and attention, when 
sick, than nine tenths of allthe people of 
Great Britain under the condition of trades- 
men, farmers, and domestic servants.” So 
writes an educated and talented Enelish- 
man” from personal observation ef ten 
West India Colonies. 

he question which naturally presents 
itself at this stage of the argument ?zs,— 
if the physical stimulus is abolished, what 
means should. be adopted to impel the 
indolent and careless West India labour-. 
er to perform his proportion of his daily. 
task or ‘‘ work,” fully, correctly, and, 
therefore to the satisfaction of his super- 
intendent ? a 

Education, which has commenced, 
will orzgenaée the morad stimulus, in the 
absence of the physical one. But time, 
and the accession of ideas to the slave, 

are required to perfect it. 
The other incentive which will operate 


| SSR ween See 


* Vide Coveripen’s “ Six Months.” 
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wimediately, after it js indulged, is the 
slave’s natural (in commen with al] men) 
appetite for food—his gout for higher 
seasoned food than he receives at thig 
time from his heavily burdened master. 
it is necessary for the happiness of man, 
that’ pleasuré should be the reward of 
moderate labor. But, to overcome the 
natural dislike in man to labor,—what ig 
necessary ?—a motive :—and ofall others 
that of hunger is’ the most powerful and 
ine most general. Tt is this that causes 
the savage to hunt and fish in the forest 


and stream, A want of another kind 


animates the artist and man of letters : 
the desire of reputation, of the public 
esteem, and of the pleasures they repre- 
sent. One of the principle causes of 
the ignorance and sloth of the Africang 
is the fertility of that part of the world, 
which supplies almost all necessaries, 
without culture. _ In the West Indies, 
‘moderate labor supplies man with all the 
necessaries of life, and under the sci- 
entific control of educated: men, skill, 
dexterity, and judgment, in the appli- 
cation of it, produces also its superfluities 
aid luxuries. In the present state of 
our slaves, their labor procures for them 
ail the necessaries. of life, and many of 
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its comforts, to which their wanis are 
limited at this period. Let us encrease 
their wants artificially, and we shall 
enlarge the motive to labor, by encreas- 
ing the desire to satisfy them. In pro- 
portion, therefore, as we extend the range 
of the negro’s enjoyments, and elevate 
his wishes to the desire of gratifying as 
many wants as possible, so shall we 
instil mto his mind an aversion from the 
mdolence of savage life. The slaves 
generally have already a strong desire 
to dress themselves in finery. This dis- 
position cannot be too much encouraged, 
as 1t evinces the possession of that feeling,. 
self respect, which insavageman isthe avant _ 
courier Of civilization. As a substitute 
for the whip in the field, I propose that 
every slave of the age of 18 years, shall. 
receive weekly, and on Saturda$s,* one 





* There are 806,060 slaves in the British West Indies, of 
which number, I estimate 200,000 would, under this re- 
gulation, consume weekly 1,000 Ibs. of salted beef or 
pork, on an average worth, £3 sterling a barrel,but I will 
put it down at £150,000 sterling annually. This money, 
paid by the planters to the Irish, for their beef and pork,. 
in the first instance, would benefit Ireland by the export 
of these articles; then by increasing, to this amount, the 
Irish ability to purchase sugar, would increase the demand 
for it to the like amount, and thereby enable the planter™vo » 
provide it. And lastly the duty paid on this increased con~ 
‘suinption. of sugar, would add to the revenue of the moe. 
ther country, inthe ratio of the quantity so punchased. 
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_ above, to deserve it ; punishing sh 
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pound of salted beef or pork, in addition | 


to his present allowance of fish, on con-. 
dition that he or she have performed the 
whole of that week’s labor, as to quantity 
aud the perfect manner of executing it, 


to the satisfaction of the overseer in 


whose gang they may be at work. Bat 
on a slave being absent without leave, or 
for the non-performance satisfactorily of 
his task, that for each and every day's 
default three ounces of said rations of 
beef, or pork, and fish, be deducted, and 
imstead of receiving his pecule of daily 
allowance of undressed food, that a 
breakfast and supper be dressed for him, 
in addition to the dinner (which is alrea- 
dy provided for him,) on the day or days 
of his lazy or slovenly execution of the 
work; and also that he be confined 


solitary at noon and at nicht during the 


© 
time that he continues, as described 


ghtly 
but certainly, being the best rule to go by. 
{ prepose also that slaves who have at. 
tained the age of 18 years, in addition 
to their present, clothing provided for 
them by their masters, be presented also 
er them with any article of dress, half 


cormersumentie. 





oot 


Thus would this charity more than thrice bless-—those whe 


pave-and thase who received it, 


= eee a tn clap enctt eatery 








yearly, to the amount of halfa guinea 
each, who have, during the preceding 
six months, so conducted themselves ag 
not to have been punished, in any way, 
by order of a magistrate. To enable the 
planters to do this, however, a reduction 
of the war duty to the 19s. 8d. peace 
duty, of 1793, is an indispensable requisite. 
In the present state of the slave owner's 
exhausted resources, occasioned by the 
high pressive operation of a war duty, 
acting on the peace price of his Staple 
commodity, which weighs down all of us 
from the large landed Jamaica or De- 
merara proprietor, whe makes a million 
or more pounds of sugar annually, to the 
once independent—alas ! quantum mu- 
éatur abillo?—but now lowly sunk and 
impoverished “ten acre man” of Bar- 
bados,—any addition to his expenditure 
cannot fail; but to accelerate the ruin 
that now yawns around and encompasses. 
him, and which threatens his extinction 
as such. ‘This is the only reasonable or 
weighty objasaon which presents itsclf 
io my mind to the slave-holder referring, 
——as I ‘have recommended in these 
sheets,—to a magistrate to punish, undew 
the authority of the laws, his refractory. 
er criminal slave. The time was, when 








iis means, (the: neti profitof his aecount 





gentlemen of fortune and leisure io spare, 
discharged the duties of a magistracy 
in this island, without taking fees of of. 
fice for so doing; but as Monien’s 
Seanarelie observes,— Nous avons change 
foutcela. Vide Manruus and others. 

“ The greater cantle of the world js lont,. 


—_ We have kiss’d away 
Kingdoms and provinces,” 








Circumstanced as most of us are, now, 
the time devoted to the discharge of ma- 
gisterial duties, must of necessily be paid 
for. Tovenable the slave owner to do 


this I propose that in the bill which may 


be originated for regulating the domesiie 

and plantation discipline of our slaves, 

and for referring the punishment of ecr- 
tain offences, at the discretion of their 
owners, to the authority ofthe laws, that 

us previsions shall be jn operation 
when and after such time as the British 
Parliament shall remit—say lis, of the. 
present war duty on our sucars, toe 
able the planter, by thed encreasing 


Lei 
Eh 


sales,) tocarryinto effect the Provistons 
of said act.: (The: limited: space i havoy 
assigned to this pamphlet, precludes me 


{rom saying more on the subject. of 
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entinuing the war duty on West Indre 
aucar, _-which was not felt at the period 
when an enlarged and overstretched 
paper currency was spread over the 
kingdom, vaised the price of ull vendable. 
ee ee Be and created per sea bloated 
and unreal image of prosperity,—than 
to observe, that in justice and policy it 
ought to have been reduced to its peace 
maxemum, when Prex’s metallic cur- 
rency bill, in 1820, narrowed the circu- 
lating medium to its “healthful state,” 


thereby tumbling down the war-paper 


prices and exhibiting the hitherto sup- 


posed golden. image— (7 sum fdenealrs )— 


paper money, in all the naked and dis- 

gusting deformity of a wrinkled witeh : 
“QO, this fulse soul of England ! this grave charmer, 
Whose bosom was my crownet, my chief end, 


Like aright Gipsey, hath at fast and loose,., 
Beguil’d me to the very heart of loss.” 


His Majesty’s Ministers promised sub- 
stantial relief to those West India Colo- 
nies which shall adopt the Order in 
Council, of ee 2d November, 1831. Let 
us then test the sincerity of my Lord 
AttHorpE and of his colleagues in Of- 
fice, and adopt as much of the Or der in 
Council as we can, consistently with jus- 
tsce and policy. I have carefully ex- 
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amined that favorite bantling of Mfr. 


STeVEN’s and Lord Gopericu’s prote- 
gée, the Order in Council, and conscien- 
tiously believe that the regulation, by 
law, recommended by me, of the slave 


owners “ste volo, sic jubeo”’ power of 
miflicting corporal punishment, will do. 


more to prevent the wanton and capri- 
cious abuse of his authority, and at the 
same time, confirm and consolidute his. 
power, by causing what he retains of it 
to be more respected by the slaves, and 
the influential in the’ mother country, 
than will any other measure,» or the 
acoption by the planters, én éoto, of that 
ricketty and still-born abortion. To the 
disquisition of the subject under present 


consideration, J carried a mind prepare d,, 


to hail with satisfaction, and to acknow- 
ledge with candor, its beneficial enact- 
ments. But these in truth and slicerity 
I affirm to be confined te the follow- 
ing clauses : Firstly, the abolition of the 
Sunday Market ; in. this Island, and } 
believe, all through the B. W. Indies, 
this already has been. effected by the 
colonial legislatures. of the chartered 


islands, and is become « part and parcel 


of the law of the land > deriving ne 


advantage, of any kind whatever, from 
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the non-observance by the slaves of the 
sabbath, their owners have, here, and J 
belicve any where, not only prohibited 
by law the violation of the Lord’s day, 
but, also are uniting their efforts to the 
indefatigable exertions of the Lord Bi- 
shop of this diocese and his clergy, te 
induce their dependents to attend divine 
worship, to be married, and to become 
christians, tawardly and practicaily, as 
well as by the visible and outward sign: 
Reaigeat the admission of slave evidence: 
this is also recognised and admitted in 
our courts of law, having received the 
sanction of the Island's Legisla ture: 3dly, 
the clause which prohibits from punish- 
ment, unti 24 hours after the offence, is 
founded on a knowledge of the frailties 


ef man, and is humane and politic; and 


4thly, the abolishing of “the cat, the 
whip or other instrument for coe reeing 
labour.” All the rest of this, to the 
colonists, offensive and irritating “ Or- 
dary? is useless, unavailing and unneces- 
sary to the slaves, abounding in puerili- 
tics, or mischievous vexation, and rain- 
ous to his owner. ‘The regulation it en- 


joins as hy the allotment of land) to’ the 
slave, of one day in thew eek, to rear food 
ior his consumption, as ia, and) can be 














done, beneficially, perhaps, to him 
his owner in some of the ot 
if adopted in Barbados, woul 
poor fellow to bed, or, on a burglarious 
errand, oftener with an empty than a full 
beily ; and in seasons of long drought to 
which thisIsland is by nature predisposed 
and very subject, by reason of its lit- 
tie elevation above the sea—famine would 
ensue ; two-sixths, at least, of the 
productive agricultural labor in Bar- 
bados, being required and is expended, 
to provide food for its dense,population. 
‘The abolition of the cat, whip, or other 
instrument for ‘coercing the slaves to 
labor, is a desideratum in West India 
discipline. As tis sort of compulsion is 
the characteristic attendant on and dis- 
tinction of West India: slave-labor, so 
aiso isit the most repulsive feature in sla- 


very. ‘Phe question, therefore, now is,— 


what is the most effectual mode of ren- 
dering it unnecessary? Obviously. by 
substituting, as powerful, but less repul- 


sive and more palatable motive to labor, 
as I have suggested in the preceding 


pages of this work ; aided and assisted, 
however, by and. with solitary contine- 


ment. ‘The system of slave discipline 


should be modelled strictly (with the ex- 
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eption of corporal punishment) on mili- 
tary surveillance, punishing slightly but 
certainly, all offences. This course of 
discipline practised on and experienced 
by the infant slaves, under the restric- 
tions L have recommended, would so form 
their characters to caution as to make it 
hkabttualtothem to be cautious in puber- 
ty. The most common offences com- 
mitted by Barbadian slaves, arise from 
carelessness and not from confirmed vil- 
lainy. In fact, very many of them are 
bat® ot & | 
< apd children of a larger growth.” 
I insist and ea nestly. recommend the 


peo = 








‘* The two great and prolific sources of crime, are the 
free use of ardent spirits, ia which the slaves indulge, and 
‘the facility, with which stolen goods are disposed of by 
them, to the numerous receivers of these contraband arti- 
-cles—called hucksters. Canes, sugar, lead, copper, iron, 
new avd old nails, in fact, everything produced or uséd 
‘ona plantation or elsewhere, the worshipfaul company of 
“* Cadgers” receive, from the slaves, and in-return, give 
a mere trifle in money, “ flesh,” fish, or -rum, to the ma- 
nifest demoralization of-adl who participate in this illegal 
‘trafic. On the conviction of a “ Cadger” for receiving 
stolen goods, in barter or purchase, ‘a little exercise on 
‘the “* honest tread mill,” ssi nai ad 

“ Labatur inomve volubilis evum,” a 
‘in his progress to imprisonment, would, I should suppose, 
prove a good :ock step to Cadger’s future advances in this 
‘way. Lam of opinion, that the planters would benefit 
very considerably, by converting buta very small portion 
ef their molasses into rum. The slaves are the great con- 
sgumers of “-kill-devil,” aa-rum wes denominated ia od 
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“tdoption of solitary, and Only solitary 
confinement, because, when more than 
one offender is placed in confinement in 
one room prisoners for every variety of- 
fence are so mingled as to make it more 
a place of merriment and of convivial 
‘enjoyment than of reflection; while in- 
stead of the prisoner’s principles under- 
going reformation they become mere and 
more corrupted by the recital of larcenous 
adventures, and exchange of larcenous 
opinions. After leaving prison* too, the 





Licon’s day, but a little reflection on this subject, will 
‘demonstrate, that the revenue raised from this source, iz, 
4n every country obnoxious to cogent objections. For 
‘although “kill devil,” give him fair play, will lay lox 
Beelzebub himsetf, yet he also exercises the power of 
‘converting his worshippers, (cum ore aperio} into fiends 
‘and thus:his work, of exorcising the evil spirit, is Sisyphian 
whever ending—eternal. The biil which was passed for 
the purpose of suppressing smuggling, particularly a7 
‘Went spirits, isa complete failure. It is evaded by the 
amuggler’s measuring out ‘their spirits to the purchaser, by 
the gallon, instead of delivering ‘it in their own “ puck= 
ages of any kind whatsoever” as the law has it,—and the 
honest, conscientious smuggler, takes the “‘cusfom- 
‘house Oath,” satisfied, with measuring his conscience by the 
gallon, and. laughs at the attempt to restrain it by law. 
But for the importation, by smuggting, of foreign spirits, 
‘a diminished. quantity of home made spirits might be 
raised in price, to a‘fuil remunerating value, (like the 
‘Dutch East India company’s spices), and this smaller quan 
tity drunk by the slave, woud keep him steadier on hig 
“march of mind,” than his present advance at full 
“sharge, allows him to proceed with. 3 

. “Oren estate with 200 slaves, six cells or penetenitiz- 
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individuals who have been thus assodi- 
ated, recognise each other as fellow- 
sufferers, and become fellow-labourers in 
their future depredationsin the extensive 
vineyard of general iniquity. 

‘Lo arrive at a more agreeable or more 
honorable station, the faithful discharg 
of the duties of a present one, ought al- 
ways to be the first means employed. 
At whatever period, therefore, emanci- 
pation may be conferred on our slaves, 
none should be allowed to avail them- 
selves of it, who had not for two years 
previously, maintained an irreproacha- 
ble character, of which presumption is 
to be interred from their not having been 
flogged before a Magistrate, to ascertain 
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ries, will, [should suppose, be sufficient. Each room 


should be 10 feet by 5 in the clear. Two parallel wails 
five feet distant, 4 thick at the base—16 inches at the top 
and 7 feet from the ground floor, arched over and of any 
length, according to the number ef rooms required, will 


be found to be the cheapest mode of erecting these pene-. 


tentiaries. There should be a “ bulls’-eye,” fixed in the 
arched roof of each room, for the admission of light, and 
2 small grated windows in the side wails, at their extreme 


height, and opposite to each other, for ventillating the 


room. Equal parts of lime and the ashes of mid/trash, form 
an impermeable cement, proper for plastering over the 
roof and side walls of these cells. The French planters use 
this cement with their water tanks—some of which eontain 
190,099 gallons. Such cells would have been very acceptable 
asylums from the pelting of the pitiless storm, onthe Lith 
ef August, A, D. 183], - , 
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which a record of each individual’s of. 
fence and the punishment awarded, 
should be deposited by the Magistrate. 
in the vestry archives of each Parish. The 
facility with which manumissions are 
now being obtained, by not requiring, 
as was formerly the case, a deposit in 
money, for the future Support of the 


liberated, renders it more imperative 


than ever, that good habits should be. 


established, before the boon of freedom 
18 conferred. 
Industry is the primary spring that 
puts in motion, every latent impulse in 
the social fabric. This all subduing 
quality,—when itis united to that firm: 
ness of purpose which is designated per- 
severance,—is by our plantation training 


of the young Slaves, already established — 


amongst them. Knowledge,* which is 

~** Candor compels me to remark, that although edu- 
cating the slaves has commenced, yet it is not as univer- 
sally in operation, in my opinion, as it may be. When we 
reflect that it is not the light of Knowledge, but the glim. 
merings of it, and therefore bewilderings, which prove 
an ignis-fatuus to the ignorant, we should use all the 


means in our power to instruct the slaves, Cunning and 


treachery, which £enerally proceed from want of capa- 


| City, are instincts in Savage and uneducated men— 


-,. “ Dark suspicion clouds 
Their low’ring visage, and deceit perverts 
Their faltering speech,” 


The immediate View of punishment, or the near pras- 
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being diffused rapidly and generally 
through all ranks of the coloured inhabi- 


pect of evil, striking their senses may restrain their emo- 
¢ions—and constrain their actions, but without education 
there can be no principles of morals in men. 

It is the slave owner’s interest, therefore, to encrease 
the capacity of his slave’s understanding, by education, to 
qualify him to arrive at fixed rules for his moral govern- 
meut, which when attained, will in their consequent re- 
sults, benefit his master. The managers of estates, par- 
ticularly, have it peculiarly in their power to encourage © 
and promote the acquisition of that portion of instruction, 
which in the present stage of the slave’s position in soci- 
ety it ismecessary for him to possess, namely—that in- 
struction which wiltteach him toread. Generally on es- 
tates one hour, as “ breakfast time,” is allowed the peo- 
ple. Ina quarter of an hour an alderman might gorge | 

Fi himself. Instead therefore of the remainder of the hour 
| being passed in listlessness, the infant and adult slaves, 
comprised in the 3rd and 4th gangs, should be taught to 
read by one or more of their associates, who had, by previ- 
ous instruction, learned to read his Bible. A bonnet pre-— 
sented to the girl (her parents are able and will readily 
furnish the shoes under this regulation), on a festival day 
to go to Church in, and a hat to the boy, who may be the © 
best reader, at an examination by the Rector of the Pa- 
rish when convenient to him to hold it, would wonder- . 
fully accelerate the work and object of education. Man- 
agers and all others in authority over the slaves, should 
occasionally (“upon line,” and when ail the gangs. 
are present,) point out to offenders, the faults they had : 
committed, and the consequences that had, would or | 
may result from them, in order to exercise and improve . 
sheir reflective facuity. Ishall close this note with the | 
observations of an eminent writer on education, which | 
Jam of opinion are well adapted, when practiced, to ime) 
prove the bond and free of all grades. 

‘© The time which we usually bestow on the instruction of our 
children in principles, the reasons of which they do not un- 
derstand, is worse than lost ;.it is teaching them to resign their 
faculties to authority; it is improving their memyries, instead of 














39. 


tants ofthe West Indies,—will su perin- 
duce and impart the firmness of purpose 


required to wind up the spring to the. 


greatest momentum of its propelling 
power. , 

Remove, then, the excitement of cor- 
poral punishment, from which, unnatu- 
ral stimulus, arises the vis-inertige in 


slavery ;—create, by qualifying the slave. 
for the attainment of it, a moral induce- 
ment in Aim to labor,—the bettering of | 
his condition. It is this motive in an 


humble and severe lot which induces 
men to practice patience and frugality,— 
of which, the former renders the hardest 
condition tolerable, and-the latter draws 
ease from penury. It is this motive which 
produces industry upon principle, in 
contradistinction to thelabor of slaves, 


when, extracted by a mechanical stimu. 


lus ;—itis this motive, which aiming at 
a successful exertion of abilities first 











their understandings; it is giving them credulity instead of 


knowledge: whereas, if we assisted them in making experiments ° 


on themselves, induced them to attend to the consequence of every 
action, to adjust their little deviations, and fairly and freely to 
exercise their powers, they would collect. facts which nothing 
could controvert. These facts they would deposit in their memo- 
ries as in secure and eternal treasures; they would be material, 
for reflection, and in time be formed into principles of conduct 
which no circumstances or temptation could remove. This 
would be a method of forming a man who would answer the end 
of his being, and make himself and ethers happy.”? 
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makes men useful, even to their supe 
riors, and; lastly raises them to trust and 
affluence. tap Oy, : 

_ Thus will those who are placed at this 
time, in an inferior sphere, wged by 
their necessities, or stemulated by. a lauda- 


rise, watching every favorable opportu- 
nity of success, and will, silently, climb 
the steep, from which no man should be 
excluded by the confederation of many, 


ia ERRATUM. 
In the Title-Page, instead of : 
* Restricting it to Slave Women only, 
Pah ae ‘« By the decision of a Magistrate,” _ 
it should have been printed 
ey - Restricting it to Slave Women, 
Only by the decision of a Magistrate. 


ble ambition, make constant efforts to. 





